


THEY ANSWERED THE CALL 

On a visit to Harish. L-R: Shlomo Levin, Yonatan Sayag and Yoel Berman. 

families unable to find a way to make their 
lives in Israel permanent. In 2011, he made 
it his mission to help English-speaking 
chareidi families hold onto theirdream of 
living and thriving in Israel. Laser focused 
on his goal, he decided to create an infor 
mation and guidance base that would in 
clude accessible data and knowledgeable 
contacts to advise them. He describes the 
transformation from concept to actuality 
as"puzzle pieces coming together with in 
credible ashgachahpratis." 

Alhough he had only minimal infor 
nation at the start, Yoel pushed ahead 

and began networking. He brainstormed 
with a few Jsraeli askanim (first and fore 
most, Nosson Rosenblat), as well as rab 
banim, who were already helping Israeli 

chareidim in similar straits, and then 
with other like-minded Americans. Cre 
ating a spreadsheet with the features of 
each potential location, over a dozen lo 
cations were whittled down to two prom 
ising cities in the north where conmuni 
ties could be grown (with Tzfas, Teveriah 
and Meron already familiar destinations 
for chareidim, the north held the best 
prospects). The project was named Avira 
D'Eretz Yisrael. 
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The first was Afula, which had a few 
neighborhoods with small frum com 
munities of chasidim, Ashkenazim and 
Sefardim. The small population made 
for a diverse yet cohesive mix. Yoel real 
ized that the recent establishment of a 
new yeshivah gedolah there (an offshoot 
of Nachlas HaLevi'im in Haifa) would be 
a draw, as would the reasonably priced 
neighborhood of Givat Hamoreh, near 
where the yeshivah was located. 

Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman, t7, had 
advised the founder of the Israeli neigh 
borhood there of how to make it work: "A 
yeshivah needs a kehillah, and a kekillah 
needs a yeshivah" These words were both 
advice and a brachah to assure successful 

growth and permanence to the area. So 
would the development of the local Afula 
cheder and the founding of a Bais Yaakov 
for the girls. Most importantly, with some 
English-speaking leadership there as 
well, interested Americans had potential. 

Without waiting to even give his proj-
ect a name, Berman announced his first 

Ineeting yeshivah-style, pinning up tliers 
on the Mir bulletin board-with the hope 
that these fliers would eventually replace 
the moving sale signs. The message in 

"l read 

of these 

unwavering 
men of 

Torah who 
immersed 

themselves 

in aiding and 
recovering 
communities 

and would 

not desert 

the land. 

This made 

a powerful 

impression 
on me,9 

English said, "If you're interested in af 
fordable living in a chareidi location out 
side the city, join us for a meeting" That 
meeting, held in a bachura modest apart 
ment, lit a spark that caught and spread 
with tremendous siata dishma a. 

Afula has become a flourishing success 
story, continuing to attract people to is 
many neighborhoods bevond Givat Hanm 
oreh (including Berman himself for sev 
eralyears). But while Afula wasa true suc 
cess story, Yoel's ultimate goal was to find 
as many attractive options as he could. "1 

wanted to make people aware of options 
they weren't aware of at all." Yoel said. So 
he persisted, networked and collaborated 
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unication 
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also 

recently 

published 
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in
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L
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(M
osaica 

Press 

2023), 
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